Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEGUCI 03085 181745Z 
42 

ACTION ARA-10 
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AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS TEGUCIGALPA 3085 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, HO 

SUBJECT: SEVEN BODIES LOCATED 

BEGIN SUMMARY: SEVEN BODIES WERE LOCATED IN OLANCHO 
ON JULY 17. FIVE THAT WERE IDENTIFIED INCLUDED 
U.S. CITIZEN MICHAEL JEROME CYPHER (FATHER CASIMIRO) AND 
COLUMBIAN CITIZENS FATHER IVAN BETANCOURT AND MARIA 
ELENA BOLIVAR VARGAS. WORK IS CONTINUING TO REMOVE 
SEVERAL MORE BODIES LOCATED IN WELL. END SUMMARY. 

1. A GOVERNMENT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED JULY 17 CONTAINED 
FOLLOWING MAIN POINTS: 

(A) THE HIGH LEVEL MILITARY COMMISSION INFORMED THE 
HIGH COMMAND THAT SEVEN BODIES WERE FOUND IN 
EXCAVATING A WELL ON THE PROPERTY OF MANUEL ZELAYA; 

(B) FIVE OF THE SEVEN CORPSES HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 
JEROME CYPHER (FATHER CASIMIRO), FATHER IVAN 
BETANCOURT, JOSE A. MARTINEZ, RUTH ARGENTINA GARCIA 
AND MARIA ELENA BOLIVAR VARGAS (COLUMBIAN); 
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(C) THE BODIES WERE FOUND IN AN ADVANCED STATE OF 
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DECOMPOSITION AND PARTIALLY DISFIGURED; 

(D) THE BODIES OF FATHER CASIMIRO, FATHER BETANCOURT 

AND MARIA ELENA BOLIVAR VARGAS WERE FLOWN TO TEGUCIGALPA; 

(E) WORK IS CONTINUING TO REMOVE SEVERAL MORE BODIES 
LOCATED IN WELL; 

(F) THE REMAINS OF FATHER CASIMIRO WILL BE DELIVERED 

TO THE U.S. CONSUL AND THE REMAINS OF FATHER BETANCOURT 
AND MARIA ELENA BOLIVAR VARGAS WILL BE DELIVERED TO 
THE COLUMBIAN AMBASSADOR; AND 

(G) THE HONDURAN GOVERNMENT WILL RENDER ASSISTANCE 
TO THE U.S. CONSUL AND COLUMBIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
SENDING THE BODIES TO THEIR RESPECTIVE FAMILIES. 

SANCHEZ 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MURDER 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TEGUCI03085 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750249-0164 
From: TEGUCIGALPA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750740/aaaabkcj.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <05 MAR 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <16 MAR 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SEVEN BODIES LOCATED BEGIN SUMMARY: SEVEN BODIES WERE LOCATED IN OLANCHO 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, CDES, HO, (BETANCOURT, IVAN), (BOLIVAR VARGAS, MARIA E), (CYPHER, MICHAEL J), (MARTINEZ, JOSE A), 
(ARGENTINA GARCIA, RUTH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



